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INTRODUCTION.

Among the S'rauta works of the Yajurveda. the Virdha
S'rauta, together with its Grilya-Satra, scems to be the latest.  In
contrasting the Yajus with what is termed Mantras and Kalpas, it
cites the authority of Patanjuli and Badardyana. Unlike the
other S'rauta-writers, the author of the Variha Srauta divides the
Sruti into two portions, the Injunction (Vidh/) wnd Flattery
(Arthavdda ) and shows his thorough acquaintanci with the
technicalities of the MimAnsi of Jaimini. In the Paridishta of
his S'rauta Sttra, the contents of which are brictly ennmerated in
the Parigishta of the Grihya Sttra, the author devotes as many
as eighteen Khandas or chapters to the deseription of what in the
Miminsd are termed as Gunavidhi, Chodanavidhi, Pray o;anavullu
Ades'a-Vidhi and other distinguishing features of the Vedic texts.
It follows therefore that the author of the Variha S'auts and
Grihya Sitras, whatever might be his name, was later than
Patanjali, Jaimini, and Bidardyana. It is not verv difficult to
determine the later limit of his times. In the fiftcon chapters of
what is called Girihyapurusha, which forms part of the Parigishta
of the Varihasrauta, the author treats of some other domestic
rites not uoticed in this and other Crrihyasitras proper.  Among
other rites trcated of here, the otfering of Akshata xakiu or coloured
rice and Hour to the snakes in the month of S'rivanu. (he offering
of rice cooked with sesamum powder to Indra and Indrani in the
full moon of the month of Philguna, the riding on horses on the
full moon of A@\ayu‘]d the rite of Agrahiyani, the Sraddha to
the ancestors in the Aparapaksha and a horse-sacritice to Yama,
Varuna, Kubera, and Asvins in the month of Asvavuja, are
described in detail. Later in the same Paridishta expiatory
rites to avert calamities due to the birth of & son in the stars, Muli
and Aslesha, are also laid down. Innone of thee portions, tiw
author refers to S'iva, Vishnu, Ganesa and other lator wods, nor
to the zodiacal divisions of Mesha, Vrishabha and otiiers, as is done
by Ydjnavalkyn and other Smriti-writers of the third or fourth
centuries A. D, From this it follows that the details of astrology
as described in the Brihajjitaka of Vardhawmihirs, aod the zodiacal
divisions mentioned in the Aryabhatiya at the close of the fifth
century A, D., werc unknown to the author of the Viraha Gribya,
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Moreover the slaughter of a cow or bullin  the Madhuparka
treat given to the learned guests and the bridegroom on the day
of marriage, ix made optional in this Grihya. But in the
Yijnavalkya, Yama, and other Smritis, which date from the 3rd
century of the Christian era, it is stated that a cow or bull is to
be gifted rather than slaughtered. Hence it follows that the
author of the Grihya flourished in the transition period of the
first and second centuries A. D., when, under the influence of
Buddhism, cow-killing for flesh—eating was about to disuppear.
Hence the Viraha S'rauta and Grihya sitras may be rcgarded
as a work or rather compilation made in the first or second century
A.D. Since both the S'rauta and the Grihya rites treated of in
these worlks are almost similar to those of Apastamba, Baudhéyana,
Hiranyakes'i and others of the Yijusha schools, this Maitriyaniya
S'rauta must necessarily have Dbeen in observance long before

the compilation of the work. Hence it is not at all an original
work written for the first time in the first few centuries of the

Christian eru; but rather it was reduced to writing or systemati-
cally arranged for oral teaching at that time.

What is particularly interesting in the S'vauta is the Parisishia
portion referred to in the Grihya. This occupies as much as the
S'rauta proper, ending with the Horse-sacrifice and Sattras as in
other Srauta works, It is in this portion of the work that the
S'ulba, dealing with the construction of altars, the Prasna treat-
ing of the wethods of interpreting the Vedas, the Draving, describ-
ing the sacrificial instruments and vesscls, the Gondmika dealing
with the rites performed for the prosperity of cows, and the
C'handonukramani, distinguishing the Mantra, Brihmana, Yajus,
Kalpa, Metres and other matter, appear together with other
most interesting customs and rites unnoticed in any other S'rauta
works.  Unfortunately, both of the two copies of the manuseript,
which Mr. R. Ananta Kyishna Sastry, the most energetic Pandit
of the Gackwad Central Library at Baroda, has secured for that
Library and handed over to me to cdit for the Gaekwad Oriental
Series arc not merely corrupt, but ure also incomplete on account of
omission of a chapter or two here and there, It is beyond
emendation, as no other work is tound to deal with similar matter,
Still T have donc my hest to restore the reading and to make

it intelligible as far as possible,
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Coming to Grihya portion under consideration, I had three
manuscripts of the Zeaxt named A. B. and D. and a Paddhati
named C. for the edition of the work. Of these, A. is complete
and fair, but not free from clerical crrors. The other two are
incomplete and differ from A. in arrangement. B. contains only 16
khandas dealing with from Jitakarma to Garbhidhina and omits
Pumsavana, Simantonnayana at the cnd, and Rathiroha and
Grihapraves’a in the middle. Nor are the Vaig'vadevakhanda and
Pikayajnakhanda contained in it. D. contains only a very few
khandas such as Sravana-karma, Chtdikarma, and Vratas. C.
however is complete, but begins with Garbhadhina and cnds with
Grihapravesa. It is neither a commentary nor mercly a text of
the Grihya. Besides quoting smritis here and therc on the
procedure of the details, it supplies an introduction to each Mantra
naming the Rishi, C’handas, and Devatis. It is, however, more
corrupt than A.

The order of the rites both in A & B is as follows z—

( 1) Rite to be performed at the conception of” a child
( 2) Rite to secure the birth of a male child

( 3 ) Parting of the pregnant wife’s hair

( 4 ) Ceremony for the new-born child

( 5 ) Grecting the children after returning from journey
( 6 ) The feeding of the child

( 7 ) The tonsure of the child’s head and shaving

( 8 ) The Initiation of the student

( 9 ) The four vratas or duties of the student
( 10 ) The Upikarma and Utsarga

(11 ) Godina

( 12 ) Mekhalonmeka

( 18 ) Marriagc
( 14 ) Election of 4 bride
(15 ) Seizing of the bride’s hand
(16 ) The treading of the stone
(17 ) Sacrifice of the fried grain
( 18 ) The seven steps
( 19) The bride’s journcy to the new home
( 20 ) Garbhadhana



v INTRODUCTION.

The paddhati, however, follows other Grihyasutras in begin
ning the Grihya rite with Garbhidhina and ending with
Girihapravesa, In the Grihya texts, it is, however, clear that the
couple after Grihapravesa had to spend one year or twelve doys in
observing Brahmacharya before performing the rite of Cohabita-
tion., This implies that marriage of a grown up woman was a
common custom in the days of the writers of the Grihyasttras.
When this custom disappeared, giving place to the new custom of
marriage of Aunyds or young girls in the first few centuries of the
Christian era, the order of the Grihya rites scems to have been
recast by the later Smriti-writers, making Garbhidhina the first
rite and Grihapravesa the last among the rites concerning man and
woman. Evidently the implication is that there is a wide interval
between the rites of Grihapravesa and Garbhidhina, This scems
to be the chicf cause of the variation in the order of the Grihya
rites enumerated in the Grihya sttras.

The Virdha Grihya differs from other Grihyas in that it
contains a number of old (iithis not found clsewhere. A few old
customs not found in other Grihyasitras arc also described here,
The ascortainment of the suitability of a bride by observing what
paorticular mud-picce she selects out of a number of picces collected
from various places, and the making of marriage agreement by both
the parties with cow-duny in their hands, are two interesting
customs peculiar to the Variha form of murriage.  Jie cight or
sIX varietics of marriage arc not noticed here.

So far no Dhavmasttra of the Virdha Dranch has ax yet beeu
discovered.  With the kudable encourngement which His Highness
the Gaclkwad, the most enlightened Mahiudja of  Baroda, has been
to the search, prescrvation and  publication. of ancient

civing
Sanskrit manuseripts in view of collecting materials for the for-
mation of a Social, Political, and Literary History of India, the
original home of learning, there is every hikelihood of such valuable
manuscripts being discovered in time to come.

The discovery of the Varaha S'rauta and Grihya manuseripts
was not an accident.  Mr. R. AL Sustry of the Baroda Library
is thoroughly familiar with the Charanavytha Ganapitha, and
argues that given certain manuscripts in the possession of some
iven locality, other manuscripts having indispensable

persons in &



INTRODUCTTON. v

connection with the given manuseripts, must also he found in
the same locality. Thus, expecting to find the Viriha S'rauta and
Grihya manuscripts in the possession of the Maitrayaniya
people in Nisik and Khindesh, he succeeded in finding the S'rauta
and Grihya manuscript (A) in the possession of one Yajneévra
Lakshman Paurinik of Nasik (B) with Sankar Balvanta Joshi
and (D) with Tryambak Ramchandra Joshi, both of Nandurbir.
As Indian Pandits are generally reluctant to put mth their
manuseripts, Mr. Sastry, too, met at {first with some difliculties in
obtaining these manuseripts, but with his usual tact in such
circumstances he succeeded.  Indian Pandits have yet o learn that
the only monument of India’s ancient civilization is her ancient
manuscripts; and that the 011[_y menns of prcserving that monument
is the publication of those manuseripts before they fall a prey to
white ants and worms,

Mysore, , ..
20th, Megreh, 1,0?1.} R. SAMA b"\”TRY‘.
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(GLOSSARY.)
Page.] Page.
o ; At
s invited 7
mo:}a;eader . g0 F fare for being ferried
?ﬁéqn not working over.a river; freight 49
slowly ; quick. 31 | AW ?t’:;ing pormission 1(;
Ha@« pertaining to to-day87 % N
o pf;el:;zmg 0 to-aay 41| ¥1gRA% belonging to the
g false 4 next world 92
waR childless 69 wiaw elevated or
1 ascended 25
wyorg imperfect of . told12 ’ aTedlg imper. of w with st
a3ifeeg touching the clouds ascended 12
(very high) 104 gyemg mind v
aing free from dirt, pure 6 z
#qE priceless 33,
w3 the sun plant 121/ za 3T without clothes,
aiww® red lac 17, ~ Daked 5
SFIRT not seeing even F‘“ﬁ now 5
the sun 5% worshipped 73
sfg+ga-afem garland of # ]
serpent king IUES assistant 12
w-§r7-adem a superior gar- Ifwa§ desirous of
ascending 73

land.
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Page. Page.
Iy selfish 65 |gqu mean 133
I exertion 14| gt a sword 21
Fwir do 31|%asd a flower of a plant 98
g earth 92| $rgat moonlight 132
a7%% a kind of cucumber 11|%g a sacrifice 20
3e%t a firebrand 11 |gzquis a hermit 137
I canopy 108 mean 4
% & a field 10
giem roaring of a lion_ 30
FaF0q to be fed with
straw 11 . "
scratching 119 |@fzst a peneil 99
gfyen wood apple fruit 68 afyr made of khadira
##ut a patched garment 99 tree 39
&< tribute 135 T
Fyue basket v
sqdic 2 kind of tree gg | T the sky 6
orary sailor 42 |0 a pit 12
sz wife 63 |TegxE mean fellows 13
%q an oblation of food to firfeen goddess Parvati 78
deceased ancestors 139 faftsmran Sive 78
#qt a whip 138| 3@ secret 12
sifeoft a quarter of a pana 67 it cow dung 5
s jail 34 q
feaa gam‘?ler . 122 wiw grass 119
a white water-lily 98 g7 nose “
o0 a deer 19
FO1® a potter 122 =
t a female whose weg beak 4
eyes resemble the worg chick-pea 10
petals of water-lily 34 |wq army 113
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Page. Page.
' a kind of fragrant faear luckily 81
flower of yellow  |gg® a white silk cloth 121
colour 83 |t fort 21
wTar last 142 | 3auy foreteller 9
aArgavy four castes 2|gw tree 30
9N spy 28 g
A perfect of fiag threw 10
> ¥g a milch cow 30
g Sreqy fit for burden 90
ey desire, 26 a
ST Ty naked 105
e wife gy | elephant 36
m Ganges ¢ 128 rm summer 4
firgrafa wishes to leave 65 9w death 37
fargam a river 30
Bl fateg margosa tree 121
mfgfa quickly 67|faga a hundred thousand 75
a fagiq a thunder-stroke 18
forstT god 28
gaway his honor 130 qg indeed 6
agreq present time 105 | zzivg & fig tree (Indian) 33
&g darkness 79
gt horse 36 . 9 ;
aw quiver 137 |9aw bird 64
@@ cotton 79 |9g seat 22
e desire 9| §¢ enemy 98
T gift 39 Wftgg king 130
iwﬁm a water course or
g {  channel 32
yaiig good-looking + 69 quwg clouds 92
4 qifiafes reward 10

et ser.vant maid
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Page.:

qrave religious hypocrite 63 q
:E" °“::;:t ‘;g wWrogti® treasurer
AL W@y sun
frga= cemetery 8 o serpent
taway yellow silk cloth 4 ¥ beo
gt God Indra 1 3esq medicine
gt an elderly married

woman 26 L)
qx flood v, wogew a sword
qifeq a hog, bear 109 ; A }'mney -bee
st belief -39, AR little

gt early morning

agt 3 hours (Yama)

&g (n.) servant, (ind.)
having sent

g jump

|
%= foam

q
85y bee

af an oblation of food

gy a submarine fire

Wy yes

wfew foolish

fagtg cat

guft the seat of a holy
sage

oy advice

" ] wfifeg intelligent
58 i = gn stable-
#igey exertion

5 ‘m stable-keeper
6 I quifor mendicant

;“ dry land
‘g strong, athletic

126, g pearl
gain vain
guf=a covet

44 AEW price

4| &g hunting
g falsely

8 q

140 gata barley
76
T

84! et loved (firm)
7! vqwft crying

-~

Page.

97
22
121
29

127
32

88
137
126

93
122
92
33
141

42

10
89

10
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Page. Page.
AN queen 15 |sqrasnfygq, a serpent cat-
Mgt sky and earth 91 cher 132
@ #ifi rice, a grain of rice 45
%, spot 16 i .
@q attached to 34 | mragw lotus 83
ffyg, bypocritical 37| ey mountaineer 120
q¥g year 53
q gefa a king’s female apart-
J*q a generous person 82 ment 135
agq body 4| g dowree 136
auizat a cowree ¢7|%@® a kind of aquatic
afdig bachelor 44 plant 122
astag obedient to the will 8 st pitiable 133
Yy a beard 92
gt earth 36 g ear m
m:lrso 13 gaq\q learned 69
::g;‘m dlr)a, wWiferg versed in the Veda 33
arasTya thunder 6 qnlto-morrow 130
a2 buffalo 66 g
fawaq difference 31 & confused 113
fagfa change VGjaraq minister 17
faarag sun @I an assessor 131
fq{ﬁl greatness Qaqr near 60
fagw bird 6 gfirg sacrificial stick 38
#i!q mother of a hero SS'M belief 6
¥fyrs foreign 81 ;aw with an oath 5
weis false 5 Q%R a sweet mango
wqagm effort 98' tree 121
132 lggar suddenly’ 22

sqves serpent
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ars® & member of an
audience 130
now 130

awfas a bold adventurer 97

fgg a prophet 69
=gz an elephant 135
dinsa a parting line of the
hair 3
dinfa female 3
g4t a wise man 5
gaat Indra’s ccurt 8
gifat a cow 119
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Page.

&npoq honesty 32
difazg an attendant on the

female apartment 135

&@w daughter-in-law 32

@ wealth 11

worea e gold-thief 39

g
%494 an oblation 7
g%q an oblation given to
gods 139
139

gana fire, fire-god
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